
Chicago and North Western System on
November 23, 1955: A Comprehensive
Exploration
The Chicago and North Western System (CNW) played a significant role in
the development of the American railroad industry, serving as a vital
transportation link between the Midwest and the Pacific Northwest. On
November 23, 1955, the CNW was at the height of its operations, boasting
a vast network of lines and a diverse fleet of locomotives and rolling stock.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive exploration of the CNW on
that particular day, examining its history, operations, equipment, and
legacy.

Historical Context

The CNW traced its roots back to the early days of railroading in the United
States. In 1836, the Chicago and St. Paul Railroad Company was
incorporated, and in 1847, the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad
Company was formed. These two companies merged in 1855 to create the
Chicago and North Western Railway Company. Over the next several
decades, the CNW expanded rapidly, acquiring smaller railroads and
building new lines to reach major cities such as Milwaukee, Omaha, and
Minneapolis.
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Operations and Equipment

By November 23, 1955, the CNW operated an extensive network of lines
spanning over 10,000 miles. The system included main lines, branch lines,
and yard tracks, connecting major cities throughout the Midwest and the
Pacific Northwest. The CNW's operations were centered around the
transportation of both passengers and freight. Passenger trains offered a
variety of services, including long-distance routes such as the "400"
streamliner and commuter trains serving the Chicago metropolitan area.

The CNW's freight operations were equally extensive, handling a wide
range of commodities. The system played a critical role in the
transportation of agricultural products, industrial goods, and natural
resources. To meet the demands of its diverse freight base, the CNW
operated a variety of locomotives and rolling stock, including steam
locomotives, diesel locomotives, and freight cars.



Chicago and North Western passenger and freight trains in operation

Legacy and Impact

The Chicago and North Western System played a significant role in the
development of the American railroad industry. Its extensive network of
lines and diverse operations connected communities, facilitated commerce,
and supported the growth of the Midwest and the Pacific Northwest. The
CNW's legacy is evident in the transportation infrastructure that continues
to serve the region today.

However, the railroad industry faced significant challenges in the post-
World War II era. Competition from other modes of transportation, such as
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automobiles and trucks, led to a decline in passenger and freight traffic. In
1972, the CNW merged with the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad to form the Chicago and North Western Transportation Company.
This merger was part of a broader consolidation trend in the railroad
industry.

Today, the legacy of the Chicago and North Western System lives on in the
form of the Union Pacific Railroad. Union Pacific acquired the CNW in
1995, and the system's lines continue to play a vital role in the
transportation of freight and passengers throughout the United States.

The Chicago and North Western System on November 23, 1955, was a
testament to the transformative power of railroading. Its extensive network
of lines, diverse operations, and innovative equipment played a critical role
in the development of the American Midwest and the Pacific Northwest.
While the CNW faced challenges in the post-World War II era, its legacy
continues to shape the transportation infrastructure of the United States
today.
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**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...
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excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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