
Dante Gabriel Rossetti: 145 Pre-Raphaelite
Masterpieces
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, one of the leading figures of the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood, created an astounding number of captivating paintings that
have left an indelible mark on the art world. Known for his intricate
symbolism, vibrant colors, and meticulous attention to detail, Rossetti's
works offer a window into the complexities of the human experience.

Exploring the Pre-Raphaelite Movement

The Pre-Raphaelites emerged in mid-19th century England as a group of
artists who sought to revive the artistic principles of the early Italian
Renaissance. They rejected the prevailing academic style and instead
embraced a more naturalistic approach, characterized by intense colors,
detailed realism, and a preoccupation with medieval themes.
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Rossetti, along with other prominent members such as William Holman
Hunt and John Everett Millais, played a pivotal role in shaping the Pre-
Raphaelite movement. His paintings often depicted scenes from mythology,
literature, or religious narratives, capturing the imagination of both critics
and the general public.

Rossetti's Artistic Style

Rossetti's artistic style evolved over time, but certain key elements remain
consistent throughout his oeuvre.

Vibrant Colors and Intricate Detail

Rossetti's paintings are known for their vibrant color palette and intricate
attention to detail. He used rich, saturated colors that create a sense of
depth and drama. His meticulous brushwork captured every nuance of form
and texture, resulting in highly detailed and visually stunning works.

Symbolist Imagery

Symbolism played a significant role in Rossetti's art. He often incorporated
objects, gestures, and colors that carried specific meanings or
associations. These symbols deepen the narrative and invite viewers to
engage in a deeper contemplation of the painting.

Women as Central Figures

Rossetti's paintings frequently featured women as central figures, often
portrayed with a combination of beauty, vulnerability, and mystery. He
explored themes of love, longing, and loss through his depictions of these
idealized women, creating iconic images that have become synonymous
with Pre-Raphaelite art.



145 Pre-Raphaelite Masterpieces

Rossetti's prolific career spanned over three decades, during which time he
created a vast number of paintings. Here is a curated selection of 145 Pre-
Raphaelite masterpieces:

1. The Girlhood of Mary Virgin (1849)

This early painting depicts the young Virgin Mary in a domestic setting,
surrounded by symbols of her future role as the mother of Christ. The rich
colors and delicate brushwork showcase Rossetti's emerging Pre-
Raphaelite style.



2. Ecce Ancilla Domini! (1850)

This iconic painting portrays the Annunciation, the moment when the Angel
Gabriel announces to Mary that she will give birth to Jesus. The vibrant
colors and detailed depiction of the figures convey a sense of divine
presence and awe.
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Ecce Ancilla Domini! (1850)

3. Mariana (1851)

Based on Tennyson's poem, this painting captures the longing and isolation
of a young woman waiting for her betrothed. The rich colors and intricate
details create an ethereal atmosphere, reflecting Mariana's emotional state.
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4. The Blessed Damozel (1875-1878)

This haunting and symbolic painting depicts a young woman looking out of
a window, longing for her deceased lover. The ethereal figures and glowing
colors create a sense of ethereal beauty and spiritual connection.
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The Blessed Damozel (1875-1878)

5. Proserpine (1874)

Based on the Greek myth, this painting depicts Proserpine, the goddess of
the underworld, as a beautiful and enigmatic figure. The lush colors and
intricate symbolism evoke the transition from innocence to experience.
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Legacy and Influence

Rossetti's paintings have left an enduring legacy on the art world. His
unique style and ability to capture the essence of human emotions continue
to inspire artists to this day. Rossetti's works have been exhibited in
prestigious galleries and museums worldwide, and his influence can be
seen in diverse artistic movements, from Symbolism to Art Nouveau.
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Dante Gabriel Rossetti, with his masterful brushwork, vibrant colors, and
poetic vision, stands as one of the most significant figures of the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood. His 145 Pre-Raphaelite paintings continue to
captivate audiences with their beauty, symbolism, and enduring emotional
resonance.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...
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Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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