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Calhoun's Enduring Treatise on American
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"Disquisition on Government," authored by the prominent American
statesman John C. Calhoun, stands as a seminal work in the realm of
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political theory and constitutionalism. Originally published in 1851, this
treatise expounds upon Calhoun's distinctive conception of government,
exploring its fundamental principles, origins, and the intricate balance of
power between the federal government and the individual states.

A Disquisition on Government by John C. Calhoun
4.4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 163 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 422 pages
Lending : Enabled
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

Historical Context

"Disquisition on Government" emerged during a turbulent period in
American history, marked by escalating tensions between the North and
the South over issues of slavery and states' rights. Calhoun, a staunch
advocate for the preservation of the Union, sought to articulate a
constitutional framework that would safeguard the interests of both regions.

Key Concepts

Central to Calhoun's thesis is the notion of the "concurrent majority," a
mechanism designed to protect minority interests within a democratic
system. He argued that government should be structured in a manner that
requires the consent of both a majority of the individual states and a
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majority of the citizens within each state. This principle, he believed, would
prevent the tyranny of the majority and ensure the protection of
fundamental rights.

Calhoun also advanced the theory of "nullification," asserting that states
possess the right to declare federal laws unconstitutional and refuse to
enforce them within their borders. This controversial concept, although
never officially adopted by the Supreme Court, served as a rallying point for
proponents of states' rights.

Structure of Government

Calhoun's "Disquisition on Government" proposes a federal system of
government in which the powers of the national government are strictly
enumerated and delegated by the states. He believed that the Constitution
established a limited federal government, with the states retaining
significant autonomy and authority.

Calhoun argued for a strong executive branch, capable of effectively
executing the laws and protecting the nation from foreign threats. The
President, in his view, should be directly elected by the people and serve
as a counterbalance to the legislative branch.

The Nature of the Union

A central theme in Calhoun's treatise is the nature of the Union itself. He
rejected the idea of an indissoluble union, arguing instead that the states
had entered into a voluntary compact that could be dissolved if the terms of
the agreement were violated. Calhoun's insistence on the right to
secession became a potent argument for Southern secessionists during the
American Civil War.



Legacy and Influence

"Disquisition on Government" has exerted a profound influence on
American political thought, particularly in the realm of constitutional law and
federalism. Its principles have been invoked by both proponents and
opponents of states' rights, and its analysis of minority protection remains
highly relevant in contemporary debates about representation and electoral
systems.

Conservative and Libertarian Interpretations

Conservative and libertarian scholars have often embraced Calhoun's
emphasis on limited government, states' rights, and individual liberty. They
view "Disquisition on Government" as a powerful critique of centralized
authority and an articulation of the principles upon which the American
republic was founded.

Progressive and Liberal Interpretations

Progressive and liberal scholars, on the other hand, have critiqued
Calhoun's work as being overly protective of minority interests and
providing a constitutional justification for the preservation of slavery. They
argue that Calhoun's theories have been used to justify the suppression of
civil rights and the erosion of democratic principles.

Contemporary Relevance

Despite being written over 170 years ago, "Disquisition on Government"
retains its relevance in contemporary political discourse. Its insights into
federalism, minority rights, and the nature of the Union continue to inform
debates about the proper balance between national and state authority, the
protection of individual rights, and the future of American democracy.



John C. Calhoun's "Disquisition on Government" stands as a foundational
work in American political thought, providing a comprehensive exposition of
his distinctive constitutional philosophy. His emphasis on the concurrent
majority, nullification, and states' rights has influenced generations of
scholars, policymakers, and legal practitioners. While its principles have
been both celebrated and contested, "Disquisition on Government" remains
an essential text for understanding the complexities of American
constitutionalism and the enduring questions about the nature of
government and the balance of power in a democratic society.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...

Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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