Double Stops for Cello: Exploring the Art of
Two-Note Chords with Benjamin Schoening

to Double Stops

Double stops, the simultaneous sounding of two pitches on a stringed
instrument, open up a world of rich and expressive harmonies for cellists.
Embarking on this musical journey requires a meticulous understanding of
technique, finger placement, and bow control. In this guide, renowned
cellist and negaror Benjamin Schoening shares his insights and expertise,
empowering you to unlock the beauty and versatility of double stops on the

cello.
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Fundamentals of Double Stops |
1. Finger Placement: Double stops demand precise finger placement on
adjacent strings. Practice scales and exercises to establish the proper
positioning and avoid unwanted string noise.

2. Bowing Technique: Mastering the bow is crucial for producing clear and
resonant double stops. Experiment with different bow speeds, pressures,
and angles to find the optimal sound.

3. Intonation and Tuning: Accurate intonation is the foundation of
harmonious double stops. Use a tuner or listen carefully to ensure that the
two notes are in perfect tune.

Exercises for Double Stops

Download PDF: Benjamin Schoening's Double Stops Exercises
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= Scales: Practice major, minor, and chromatic scales in double stops to
improve finger coordination and intonation.

= Arpeggios: Arpeggiate chords in double stops to develop fluidity and
independence between the fingers.

= Etudes: Dedicate time to studying etudes specifically designed for

double stops, such as those by Dotzauer and Popper.
Musical Applications of Double Stops

Double stops unlock a vast array of musical possibilities for cellists:
= Harmony: Create rich and complex harmonies by playing double
stops in chords.

= Melody: Double stops can enhance melodies with added depth and
resonance.

= Expression: Utilize double stops to convey emotions, create dramatic
effects, and evoke specific moods.

Repertoire for Double Stops
Explore a wealth of cello repertoire that showcases the beauty and
versatility of double stops:

= Bach: Cello Suites

= Beethoven: Cello Sonatas

= Brahms: Cello Concertos

= Dvorak: Cello Concerto

= Elgar: Cello Concerto



Mastering double stops on the cello is a journey of dedication, practice, and
musical exploration. By embracing the techniques and exercises outlined in
this guide, you can unlock the expressive potential of this evocative sound.
Remember to seek guidance from a qualified cello negaror to refine your
technique and gain a deeper understanding of double stops. With
perseverance and a love for your instrument, you will conquer the art of
double stops and expand your musical horizons.
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