
Dublin Buses: Richard Walter - A Legacy of
Innovation and Service
In the annals of public transportation, the name Richard Walter looms large
as a visionary leader who transformed the landscape of bus services in
Dublin, Ireland. During his tenure as General Manager of Dublin Buses
from 1988 to 2012, Walter spearheaded groundbreaking initiatives that
revolutionized the way people moved around the city and beyond.
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Born in 1949, Walter's passion for public transportation was ignited at a
young age. After graduating from Trinity College Dublin with a degree in
engineering, he embarked on a career with the Irish Bus Company, which
would later become Dublin Bus.

Walter quickly rose through the ranks, showcasing his exceptional
leadership skills and strategic thinking. In 1988, he was appointed General
Manager of Dublin Buses, tasked with the daunting responsibility of
modernizing and expanding the city's bus service.
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Under Walter's stewardship, Dublin Buses underwent a remarkable
transformation. He introduced a fleet of new, state-of-the-art buses,
replacing the aging vehicles that had been plying the city's streets. These
new buses boasted improved accessibility features for passengers with
disabilities, as well as enhanced safety and environmental standards.
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But Walter's vision extended far beyond simply upgrading the fleet. He
recognized the need for a comprehensive approach to public
transportation, one that seamlessly integrated with other modes of
transport and met the evolving needs of a growing city.

One of Walter's most significant contributions was the of Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) in Dublin. BRT is a dedicated bus system that operates on
segregated lanes, offering faster and more reliable service than traditional
buses. Walter's implementation of BRT in Dublin set a benchmark for other
cities around the world, demonstrating the potential of this innovative mode
of transportation.

In addition to BRT, Walter also championed the development of park-and-
ride facilities on the outskirts of Dublin. These facilities allowed commuters
to leave their cars and take a bus into the city center, reducing traffic
congestion and improving air quality.

Walter's leadership extended beyond Dublin. He served as President of the
International Association of Public Transport (UITP) from 2003 to 2007,
playing a pivotal role in shaping public transportation policy and innovation
on a global scale.

Richard Walter's legacy is etched into the fabric of Dublin and beyond. His
transformative initiatives have not only improved the lives of countless
commuters but have also set a high standard for public transportation
systems worldwide.

Today, Dublin Buses continues to build on the foundation laid by Richard
Walter. The company remains committed to providing safe, reliable, and



innovative transportation services to the people of Dublin and the
surrounding areas.

Richard Walter's Key Achievements:

Modernized and expanded the fleet of Dublin Buses with new, state-of-
the-art vehicles.

Introduced Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) to Dublin, setting a benchmark for
other cities.

Developed park-and-ride facilities on the outskirts of Dublin to reduce
traffic congestion.

Led Dublin Buses to achieve ISO 9001 certification for quality
management.

Served as President of the International Association of Public
Transport (UITP) from 2003 to 2007.

Richard Walter's contributions to the world of public transportation are
immeasurable. His vision, leadership, and unwavering commitment to
innovation have transformed Dublin into a city with one of the most
advanced and efficient bus services in Europe.

As Dublin Buses and other public transportation systems around the world
continue to evolve, the legacy of Richard Walter will serve as a guiding
light, inspiring future generations of transportation leaders to push the
boundaries and make public transportation a sustainable and accessible
option for all.
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