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International Communism and the Origins of World War II is a book by the
historian Arno J. Mayer. It was first published in 1966 and has since been
translated into more than 20 languages. The book argues that the Soviet
Union was not the main aggressor in the lead-up to World War II and that
the Western powers, particularly Great Britain and France, bear a greater
share of the blame.
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Mayer's book is based on extensive research in the archives of the Soviet
Union, Great Britain, France, and the United States. He argues that the
Soviet Union was not interested in starting a war in 1939 and that it was the
Western powers who pushed Stalin into a corner. Mayer also argues that
the Western powers were more interested in appeasing Nazi Germany than
in confronting it.

International Communism and the Origins of World War II was a
controversial book when it was first published. It challenged the
conventional wisdom that the Soviet Union was the main aggressor in the
lead-up to the war. Mayer's book has since been praised by many
historians for its groundbreaking research and its original interpretation of
the origins of World War II.

Key Arguments

Mayer's book makes several key arguments about the origins of World War
II.

The Soviet Union was not the main aggressor in the lead-up to the
war.

The Western powers, particularly Great Britain and France, bear a
greater share of the blame for the war.

The Western powers were more interested in appeasing Nazi
Germany than in confronting it.

The Soviet Union was not interested in starting a war in 1939.

Stalin was pushed into a corner by the Western powers.

Evidence



Mayer's book is based on extensive research in the archives of the Soviet
Union, Great Britain, France, and the United States. He cites a wide range
of evidence to support his arguments.

Soviet documents show that Stalin was not interested in starting a war
in 1939.

Western documents show that the Western powers were more
interested in appeasing Nazi Germany than in confronting it.

Stalin was pushed into a corner by the Western powers.

International Communism and the Origins of World War II is a
groundbreaking book that challenges the conventional wisdom about the
origins of the war. Mayer's book is based on extensive research and his
arguments are persuasive. The book is a must-read for anyone interested
in the history of World War II.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...

Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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