
Philip II of Spain: A Long and Prosperous
Reign

Philip the Second of Spain by Johnathan Borg
4.7 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 967 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 225 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

Philip II of Spain, also known as Philip the Prudent, was the King of Spain
from 1556 to 1598, and King of Portugal from 1580 to 1598. He was the
son of Emperor Charles V and Isabella of Portugal.

Philip II was born in Valladolid, Spain, on May 21, 1527. He was a sickly
child, and his health was always fragile. However, he was a bright and
intelligent child, and he received an excellent education.

In 1556, Philip II succeeded his father to the throne of Spain. He was a
devout Catholic, and he was determined to defend the Catholic faith
against the growing threat of Protestantism. He also wanted to expand the
Spanish Empire, and he was willing to use force to achieve his goals.
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One of Philip II's most famous military campaigns was the Spanish
Armada. In 1588, he sent a fleet of 130 ships to invade England. The
Armada was defeated by the English navy, and it was a major setback for
Philip II.

The Escorial

Philip II was a great patron of the arts and sciences. He commissioned the
construction of the Escorial, a magnificent palace and monastery complex
near Madrid. The Escorial is one of the most important architectural
monuments of the Spanish Renaissance.

The Counter-Reformation

Philip II was a strong supporter of the Counter-Reformation, a movement
within the Catholic Church to combat the spread of Protestantism. He
founded the Spanish Inquisition, which was a powerful tool for suppressing
heresy.

Personal Life

Philip II married four times. His first wife was Maria Manuela of Portugal,
who died in childbirth in 1543. His second wife was Mary I of England, who
died childless in 1558. His third wife was Elisabeth of Valois, who died in
1568. His fourth wife was Anne of Austria, who died in 1580.

Philip II had 14 children, including his successor, Philip III of Spain. He also
had several illegitimate children.

Legacy



Philip II was one of the most powerful and influential monarchs in European
history. He ruled over a vast empire, and he played a major role in the
religious and political conflicts of his time. He was a devout Catholic, and
he was determined to defend the Catholic faith against the growing threat
of Protestantism. He also wanted to expand the Spanish Empire, and he
was willing to use force to achieve his goals.

Philip II's reign was a long and prosperous one. He left behind a legacy of
great achievements, including the Spanish Armada, the Escorial, and the
Counter-Reformation.

Timeline of Philip II's Reign

1527: Born in Valladolid, Spain.

1556: Succeeds his father to the throne of Spain.

1558: Marries Mary I of England.

1568: Marries Elisabeth of Valois.

1571: Victory over the Ottoman Turks at the Battle of Lepanto.

1580: Marries Anne of Austria.

1588: The Spanish Armada is defeated by the English navy.

1598: Dies in Madrid, Spain.
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