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Route branding and special liveries have played a significant role in
shaping the identity of British buses for decades. From the iconic red
London buses to the brightly colored liveries of regional operators, these
designs have become an integral part of our transport system and have
had a profound impact on the passenger experience.

The History of Route Branding

The practice of branding bus routes can be traced back to the early days of
public transport in the UK. In the late 19th century, horse-drawn buses were
used to connect towns and villages, and each route was typically assigned
its own distinctive color. This helped passengers to easily identify the buses
they needed to catch, and it also created a sense of identity for each route.
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As motorized buses became more common in the early 20th century, the
practice of route branding continued. In London, the famous red buses of
the London General Omnibus Company (LGOC) became synonymous with
the capital's transport system. The LGOC's red buses were instantly
recognizable, and they helped to create a strong brand identity for the
company.

In the years that followed, other bus operators around the UK began to
adopt the practice of route branding. Each region developed its own unique
color schemes and designs, which reflected the local landscape and
culture. For example, the buses of the Eastern Counties Omnibus
Company (ECOC) were painted in a distinctive green and cream livery,
which was inspired by the rolling hills of East Anglia.

The Benefits of Route Branding

Route branding offers a number of benefits for bus operators, including:

= Increased brand recognition
= Improved passenger experience
= Enhanced marketing opportunities
By creating a distinctive brand identity for each route, operators can make it

easier for passengers to identify the buses they need. This can lead to
increased ridership and improved customer satisfaction.

Route branding can also enhance the passenger experience by creating a
more comfortable and welcoming environment. A well-designed livery can



help to create a positive first impression and make passengers feel more
comfortable when traveling on the bus.

Finally, route branding can provide bus operators with enhanced marketing
opportunities. By using the bus livery as a mobile advertising space,
operators can reach a wide audience with their marketing messages.

Special Liveries

In addition to standard route branding, many bus operators also use special
liveries to promote special events or to mark significant occasions. These
special liveries can be anything from a simple change of color to a
complete rebranding of the bus.

Special liveries are a great way to generate excitement and interest in a
particular event or cause. They can also help to raise awareness of the bus
operator's brand and to attract new customers.

Some of the most popular special liveries have been used to promote the
Olympics, the World Cup, and other major sporting events. Bus operators
have also used special liveries to mark the anniversaries of key events in
their history or to commemorate the lives of famous local people.

The Future of Route Branding and Special Liveries

Route branding and special liveries are likely to continue to play an
important role in the British bus industry for years to come. As bus
operators seek to differentiate themselves from their competitors and to
improve the passenger experience, they will increasingly turn to innovative
and eye-catching liveries.



The future of route branding and special liveries is bright. As the UK bus
industry continues to evolve, these designs will continue to adapt and
change to meet the needs of passengers and operators alike.
Related Articles

= The History of British Bus Design

» The Best Bus Liveries in the UK

= How to Design a Bus Livery
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