
Russian Doctrine of International Law After
the Annexation of Crimea: A Comprehensive
Analysis
The annexation of Crimea by Russia in 2014 marked a watershed moment
in the development of Russian foreign policy and its approach to
international law. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the
Russian Doctrine of International Law after the annexation of Crimea,
exploring its historical, theoretical, and practical implications.

Historical Background

The Russian Doctrine of International Law has its roots in the Soviet era,
when the USSR promoted a vision of international law that emphasized
state sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs. After the collapse
of the Soviet Union, Russia initially embraced a more Western-oriented
approach to international law, but this changed after the annexation of
Crimea.
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Theoretical Foundations

The Russian Doctrine of International Law after the annexation of Crimea is
based on several key theoretical principles:

* Sovereignty: Russia emphasizes the absolute sovereignty of states,
arguing that each state has the right to determine its own political and
territorial status without external interference. * Territorial Integrity: Russia
views territorial integrity as a fundamental principle of international law and
considers the annexation of Crimea to be a legitimate response to the
actions of the Ukrainian government in the region. * Use of Force: Russia
interprets the UN Charter's prohibition on the use of force as permitting the
use of force in cases of self-defense or to protect the rights of ethnic
minorities.

Practical Implications

The Russian Doctrine of International Law has had significant practical
implications for Russia's foreign policy:

* Justification for Annexation: Russia's annexation of Crimea was
justified on the basis of the Russian Doctrine of International Law, which
emphasized the right of self-determination of the Crimean people and the
alleged threats to their rights by the Ukrainian government. * Rejection of
International Condemnation: Russia has repeatedly dismissed
international condemnation of the annexation of Crimea, arguing that it is
an internal matter and that Western powers are hypocritically applying
international law. * Support for Separatist Movements: Russia has
supported separatist movements in other regions, such as eastern Ukraine
and the Donbas, citing the Russian Doctrine of International Law as
justification for its actions.



Responses from the International Community

The annexation of Crimea and the Russian Doctrine of International Law
have been met with widespread criticism from the international community:

* Condemnation by the UN: The UN General Assembly has repeatedly
condemned the annexation of Crimea and called for its return to Ukraine. *
Economic Sanctions: Western powers have imposed economic sanctions
on Russia in response to its actions in Crimea. * Political Isolation: Russia
has been isolated politically by the international community, with its
membership in the G8 and other organizations suspended.

The Russian Doctrine of International Law after the annexation of Crimea
represents a significant departure from Russia's previous approach to
international law. It emphasizes the absolute sovereignty of states, the right
to use force in certain circumstances, and the right of self-determination for
ethnic minorities. This doctrine has been used to justify Russia's actions in
Crimea and support separatist movements in other regions. Despite
widespread international condemnation, Russia continues to adhere to its
interpretation of international law.

The Russian Doctrine of International Law has profound implications for
international relations, geopolitics, and the future of the international legal
order. It is a challenge to the existing global order and may lead to further
conflicts and instability in the future.
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