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In the realm of literary thrillers, Jean Hanff Korelitz's "The Devil and
Webster" stands out as a captivating masterpiece that effortlessly blends
suspense with literary intelligence. The novel revolves around the life of Dr.
Harold Webster, a renowned dictionary editor at the fictional American
Dictionary Company, whose meticulously crafted world is turned upside
down by the arrival of a beguiling stranger named Andrew Howe.

Plot Summary

Dr. Harold Webster is a man of routine and precision, immersed in the
world of words and definitions. His life takes an unexpected turn when the
enigmatic and manipulative Andrew Howe enters his office, claiming to be a
word enthusiast who has discovered a glaring error in the dictionary. As
Webster delves into the investigation, he begins to suspect that Howe's
intentions are far from benign.
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Howe's persistent presence and subtle threats gradually erode Webster's
sense of security. The once-respected editor finds himself entangled in a
dangerous game, where his reputation, his family, and his very sanity are at
stake. As the line between reality and deception blurs, Webster must
confront the darkness that lies within himself and those he trusts.

Character Analysis

Dr. Harold Webster: A brilliant and dedicated dictionary editor, Webster is
a man of integrity and unwavering adherence to the truth. However, his
rigid and meticulous nature also makes him vulnerable to the manipulations
of others. As the novel progresses, Webster is forced to confront his own
flaws and the sacrifices he has made in pursuit of his professional goals.

Andrew Howe: A charismatic and enigmatic figure, Howe represents the
devilish temptation that lurks within the human heart. With his smooth-
talking charm and uncanny ability to play on others' weaknesses, Howe
embodies the insidious nature of evil and the destructive power it can wield.

Julia Webster: Harold's wife, Julia, is a loving and supportive partner who
serves as a beacon of stability in the face of escalating chaos. Her
unwavering belief in her husband and her keen intuition help Webster
navigate the treacherous path ahead.

Literary Themes

The Power of Words: "The Devil and Webster" explores the immense
power of words to both uplift and destroy. As a lexicographer, Webster's life
revolves around the precise and accurate definition of language. However,
he soon discovers that words can be twisted and manipulated to serve



sinister purposes, highlighting the importance of vigilance in the face of
deception.

The Fragility of Reputation: The novel delves into the fragility of
reputation and the devastating consequences it can have on one's life.
Webster's meticulously cultivated image as a respected editor is threatened
by Howe's relentless attacks, forcing him to confront the precarious nature
of public esteem and the lengths people will go to preserve it.

The Nature of Evil: Korelitz masterfully weaves a psychological thriller that
delves into the nature of evil and its insidious presence in our lives. Howe
represents the embodiment of evil, capable of causing profound harm
under the guise of charm and manipulation. The novel explores the
darkness that lurks within all of us and the constant battle between good
and evil.

Author's Style

Jean Hanff Korelitz demonstrates her exceptional storytelling ability in "The
Devil and Webster." Her writing is characterized by:

Intricate Plotting: The novel's plot is meticulously crafted, building
suspense gradually and keeping readers on the edge of their seats until the
very end. Korelitz skillfully weaves together multiple storylines, revealing
information at just the right pace to keep readers engaged and invested.

Well-developed Characters: Both the protagonist and antagonist are fully
realized characters with complex motivations and psychological depths.
Korelitz's nuanced characterization allows readers to connect with and



understand the characters' actions and dilemmas, creating a deeply
immersive reading experience.

Erudite Language: As a lexicographer, Dr. Webster's life revolves around
language. Korelitz reflects this in her writing style, employing a rich
vocabulary and precise language that adds depth and authenticity to the
narrative.

"The Devil and Webster" is a captivating literary thriller that will appeal to a
wide range of readers. Jean Hanff Korelitz's masterful storytelling, thought-
provoking themes, and well-developed characters create a compelling and
unforgettable reading experience. This novel is a testament to the power of
words, the fragility of reputation, and the eternal struggle between good
and evil. Whether you are a fan of thrillers, literary fiction, or simply great
storytelling, "The Devil and Webster" is a must-read that will linger in your
mind long after you finish it.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...

Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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