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Enver Hoxha, the long-time leader of Albania, was a staunch ally of Mao
Zedong and a fervent believer in Marxism-Leninism. Under his rule, Albania
became one of the most isolated and oppressive regimes in the world,
known as the "Khruschevites." This article will explore the rise and fall of
Hoxha's regime, as well as the lasting impact of his policies on Albania.

Early Life and Career

Enver Hoxha was born in Gjirokastër, Albania, in 1908. He studied law in
France before returning to Albania in 1936. He became involved in politics
and joined the Communist Party of Albania in 1941. During World War II, he
led the Albanian partisans in their fight against the Axis powers.

After the war, Hoxha became the leader of the Communist Party of Albania
and the Prime Minister of Albania. He quickly established a totalitarian
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regime, outlawing all other political parties and suppressing dissent.

The Khruschevites

In 1960, Hoxha broke with the Soviet Union after Nikita Khrushchev
denounced Stalin's crimes. Hoxha accused Khrushchev of "revisionism"
and of betraying the ideals of Marxism-Leninism. Albania became
increasingly isolated, as it was cut off from both the Soviet bloc and the
West.

Hoxha's regime became known as the "Khruschevites" because of its
unwavering support for Mao Zedong and its adoption of Maoist policies.
Hoxha believed that Maoism was the true path to communism, and he
implemented a radical program of economic and social transformation in
Albania.

Isolation and Oppression

Albania under the Khruschevites was one of the most isolated and
oppressive regimes in the world. The country was closed to foreigners, and
travel abroad was strictly forbidden. The government controlled all aspects
of life, from the economy to the media. Dissent was ruthlessly suppressed,
and thousands of people were arrested, imprisoned, or executed.

Hoxha's paranoia led him to build thousands of concrete bunkers
throughout the country, which he believed would protect Albania from
invasion. The bunkers became a symbol of the regime's fear and isolation.

The Legacy of Hoxha

Hoxha died in 1985, and his regime collapsed soon after. Albania emerged
from isolation, and began to transition to a more democratic and open



society. However, the legacy of Hoxha's rule continues to haunt Albania
today.

The bunkers built by Hoxha are still a visible reminder of his paranoia and
the oppressive nature of his regime. The Albanian people are still struggling
to come to terms with the horrors of the past, and the country continues to
face economic and social challenges.

Enver Hoxha was a ruthless dictator who ruled Albania with an iron fist for
over four decades. His regime was one of the most isolated and oppressive
in the world, and its legacy continues to haunt Albania today. However,
Hoxha's unwavering belief in Marxism-Leninism and his defiance of both
the Soviet Union and the West remain a source of inspiration for some
Albanians.
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