
The Muckrakers: Ambrose Bierce and Frank
Norris vs. the Notorious Central Pacific
Railroad

In the late 19th century, the United States was undergoing a period of rapid
industrialization. The transcontinental railroad had been completed in 1869,
and the country was experiencing a population boom. However, this period
of growth also saw the rise of powerful corporations, which often used their
wealth and influence to exploit workers and consumers.

Two of the most notorious corporations of this era were the Southern
Pacific Railroad and its subsidiary, the Central Pacific Railroad. These
railroads were responsible for building much of the transcontinental
railroad, but they were also known for their ruthless business practices.
They charged exorbitant rates, bribed politicians, and used violence to
suppress dissent.
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Ambrose Bierce and Frank Norris were two writers who exposed the
corruption of the Central Pacific Railroad. Bierce was a journalist and short
story writer who wrote a series of scathing articles about the railroad for the
San Francisco Examiner. Norris was a novelist who wrote "The Octopus," a
novel that depicted the railroad's stranglehold on the California wheat
industry.

Bierce's articles were full of wit and sarcasm. He called the Central Pacific
Railroad "the Octopus" and accused it of being a "monster" that was
"fattening on the blood of the people." He also criticized the railroad's
political corruption, writing that "the Octopus has its tentacles in every
department of government." Bierce's attitude towards the Central Pacific
Railroad is best exemplified by this quote: "The railroad is a monster. It has
a mouth of steel and teeth of iron, and it crushes everything that comes in
its way."



Norris's novel, "The Octopus," was a more subtle indictment of the Central
Pacific Railroad. The novel tells the story of a group of California wheat
farmers who are forced to sell their land to the railroad at a below-market
price. Norris's novel depicts the railroad as a powerful and oppressive force
that is destroying the lives of ordinary people.

https://sentence.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlFucWw3TnI0Nmt3MWRhOGZ5WDFTdUMwcFptbzJVNUQ0Q3U0bEl3d2ZTVVNaZEFhSUJQc0o4Z3V2SCtHOWNCYjBvVDdDdkFiUGFXOWJORHNHQzhJXC9HOWdBNnNcL0ZjdFRYcm5GWVRNeUtGd2JlR3JLZFJaTk9VMXVVb1h2UzRFSnhcL0pXa3BkSVcwOTdVUjZaTnl4dlFtb2psUzhBWDJWZ1A5dFhtZ3ZXbXdcL2pTeDJCbmhybTlib29IcExMQVVwdmhhdkJVUDIxTWRrSmNaQjBEdjRySGxlOVBJRTY1QjZLQTdoRm1ycWxFYVwvT1ZJVnkxNm1hRDNIbE1LREU0SGNCblpsamREbEZBbEszY0dGcnh6NGRreVE9PSIsIml2IjoiYmQ3MDYzZGZjODBlY2JkNzQ1YWMyNjExMWYxYjk1MzYiLCJzIjoiMzIwZjEzOTFkMzMyM2Q0ZiJ9


The work of Bierce and Norris helped to raise public awareness of the
corruption of the Central Pacific Railroad. In 1887, the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC) was created to regulate the railroad industry. The ICC
eventually broke up the Central Pacific Railroad and forced it to lower its
rates. Bierce and Norris's work also helped to pave the way for the
progressive movement, which sought to reform the country's political and
economic system.

Ambrose Bierce and Frank Norris were two of the most important
muckrakers of the late 19th century. Their work exposed the corruption of
the Central Pacific Railroad and helped to bring about much-needed
reforms.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...

Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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