
Unraveling the Enigmatic Riddle in Ruby the
Great: A Comprehensive Exploration

William Sleator's award-winning young adult novel, Ruby the Great, has
captivated readers of all ages with its intriguing plot and enigmatic riddle
that lies at its heart. This article aims to delve deeply into this captivating
literary puzzle, examining its layers of meaning, exploring its significance to
the novel's themes, and uncovering the enduring legacy it has left on
readers worldwide.

A Riddle in Ruby #3: The Great Unravel 
4.5 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 1321 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 453 pages

The Riddle and Its Significance

The riddle in Ruby the Great, which is central to the novel's plot, reads as
follows:

“I am a restless spirit,
I live in the wind,
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I whisper in the trees,
I dance in the flames,
I flow in the rivers,
I am everywhere and nowhere,
I am everything and nothing.
What am I?”

This enigmatic riddle serves as a catalyst for the protagonist, Ruby, as she
embarks on a quest to discover its answer. In ng so, she not only unravels
the mystery but also gains a deeper understanding of herself and the world
around her.

Exploring the Riddle's Layers

1. Nature and the Supernatural: The riddle evokes a strong connection
with the natural world, personifying elements such as wind, trees, and
water. It hints at the presence of a supernatural force that permeates
all of existence.

2. Duality and Paradox: The riddle is filled with contrasting images and
ideas, such as "everywhere and nowhere" and "everything and
nothing." This duality reflects the complex and often paradoxical nature
of existence, challenging readers to question their own assumptions.

3. The Search for Identity: The riddle can be seen as a metaphor for the
human search for identity. Like Ruby, who struggles to reconcile her
different aspects, the answer to the riddle lies in embracing both the
darkness and the light within oneself.

The Riddle's Impact on the Novel



1. Plot Development: The riddle drives the novel's plot forward, as Ruby
becomes increasingly determined to solve it. Her quest leads her on a
journey filled with adventure, danger, and self-discovery.

2. Character Development: Ruby's journey to unravel the riddle is also
a journey of self-discovery. Through her encounters and experiences,
she learns to accept her flaws, embrace her strengths, and ultimately
find her own voice.

3. Thematic Exploration: The riddle serves as a vehicle for exploring
themes such as the nature of identity, the search for purpose, and the
power of resilience in the face of adversity.

The Riddle's Legacy

The riddle in Ruby the Great has resonated with readers of all ages since
its publication in 1989. Its enigmatic nature and profound themes have
sparked countless discussions and interpretations, inspiring readers to
contemplate the deeper questions about life and existence.

The riddle's enduring legacy is evident in its inclusion on school reading
lists and in its continued popularity among book clubs and literary circles. It
has become a touchstone for young readers, offering them a thought-
provoking exploration of identity, purpose, and the enduring power of the
human spirit.

The riddle in William Sleator's Ruby the Great is a literary masterpiece that
has captivated readers for decades. Through its intricate layers of meaning,
exploration of universal themes, and profound impact on the novel, this
enigmatic puzzle continues to inspire and challenge readers of all ages.



As we unravel the riddle alongside Ruby, we not only solve a mystery but
also embark on a journey of self-discovery, learning to embrace our
complexities, find our purpose, and face adversity with resilience. The
riddle's enduring legacy is a testament to its timeless power and the
enduring human fascination with the unfathomable.
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Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Volume II: His Rise
to Power
**** Napoleon Bonaparte, one of the most influential and enigmatic
figures in history, emerged from obscurity to become Emperor of the
French and...
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Lucy Sullivan Is Getting Married: A Tale of Love,
Laughter, and Adventure
Lucy Sullivan is a young woman who is about to get married. She is
excited and nervous about the big day, but she is also confident that she
is making...
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